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Introduction: With Acer not supporting Windows 2000 and Xp with it's Warplink drivers, I decided to take it upon myself to find another solution. What I ended up doing was altering the inf installation files for their Windows 2000 USB drivers. It looks like the inf files were not in a plain text format, so upon trying to use them in 2K or Xp would give you an error message such as "line missing in inf". These drivers have been tested using the ISA and the PCMCIA card. These drivers have not been tested on Windows ME.

Also, the install of these drivers is not as simple as running setup.exe. If you are installing these in a Win9x environment, you can run setup.exe and install as normal. 

If you are installing a warplink in a windows XP environment, there is really a two part install. You must first install the driver for the card, and after that is complete, you must install the Acer wireless protocol. Really, this protocol is the protocol that does the actual transport, other protocols piggy-back on that protocol.

I have also had a lot of problems trying to maintain connections between computers that have warplink adapters that are running different operating systems. I had Windows 2000 on one computer with Win98Se on another and they would connect at first, but then after about 5 minutes it would lose the connection. After a reboot on each pc, they would work again, but after 5 minutes, it would disconnect again. These drivers will not fix this as I believe that that is an inherent problem with the original Warplink drivers.

Windows XP installation instructions:

1. Unzip the drivers to a location on your hard drive.

2. Shutdown your computer and insert your Warplink card.

3. Upon reboot, Windows 2000 or XP find the card it will prompt you for the driver. You should point it to the location where you unzipped the files. 

4. You will a message stating the drivers have not been signed my Microsoft. Choose to continue anyways.

5. The driver installation should finish and the nic should show up as working normal in device manager.

6. After the installation is complete, open the properties of the network connection that uses your warplink card. 

7. Click the install dialog box and select protocol, then select add.

8. Choose "have disk" and point it to the original location that you unzipped the files to. You want to be sure to select packet.inf.

9. It should show Warplink packet protocol. Select ok and it should go through the process of copying files and then complete.

10. Now you should click on the configure dialog box for your warplink adapter.

11. Choose the advanced tab.

12. To begin with, I would only change the Network password setting. When you select it, you should type in the password you want for your cards. NOTE: you will not need to enter this again on this computer. You DO have to be sure that on each workstation that you configure, each has the same password.

13. Next, select Station Type. One of the computers on your network should be the Primary Master. All of the others should be set to slave.

14. You should now be set to enter in your other protocol information, such as IP info, etc.

